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Following are Ambassador SlcHenry's 
statement before the U.S. Seruntu 
Council tr> Xeic York on January 6. WHO. 
and the text of the draft Security Council 
Resolution SlU7^9 of January f> cospon- 
.<ored by Bangladesh, Jamaica, S'igen 
the Philippine*, and Zambia. When the 
Security Council voted on the draft reso- 
lution on January 7, it was vetoed bi/ the 
Sonet Union and not adopted (a veto by 
a permanent member of the Council pre- 
vents adoption of'a resolutum). Mem Iters 
of' the Council who voted in favor of the 
draft resolution were Bangladesh, China. 
France. Jamaica, Mexico, Xiger. .\'ur- 
way. Philippines, Portugal. Tunisia, 
United Kingdom, United States, and 
Zambia. The Soviet Union and the Ger- 
man Democratic Republic voted against 
the resolution. 



AMBASSADOR McHENRY 

The Security Council meets today, at the 
request of more than 50 members of the 
United Nations from ail parts of the 
world and of all political persuasions. We 
meet to consider a matter of fundamental 
importance to world peace and to the 
principles on which the United Nations 
was founded. 

A member state of this world organi- 
zation has been invaded by massive con- 
tingents of troops from another state. Its 
government has been overthrown. Its 
leaders have been killed. Its people have 
been silenced. Its territory has been oc- 
cupied. 

The United States has joined in the 
call for an urgent meeting of the Security 
Council to consider the Soviet Union's 



blatant act of aggression against the ter- 
ritory and people of Afghanistan. We 
have done so because the action of the 
Soviet Union not only breaches the peace 
and violates international law, but also 
threatens the viability of the fundamental 
principles that underlie the U.N. Charter. 

Sequence of Events 

The representative of the Soviet Union 
has offered us a wide and confusing range 
of rationaJes for the so-called "limited" 
but surely deadly assistance foisted on 
the people of Afghanistan. Let us look at 
the chilling sequence of events connected 
with the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. 

• During the first weeks of Decem- 
ber, the Soviet Union secured Bagram 
airfield, north of the Afghan capital of 
Kabul, by sending the equivalent of an 
airborne regiment there. It also landed 
troops and equipment at the Kabul air- 
port and. at the same time, mobilized 
enormous forces in areas bordering Af- 
ghanistan. 

• On December 25 and 26, a massive 
Soviet airlift into Kabul took place. In 
over 200 flights, roughly 10,000 Soviet 
troops were transported into Afghanis- 
tan. 

• On the evening of December 27, a 
special Soviet assault unit surrounded the 
presidential palace in Kabul. Afghan sol- 
diers defending the palace were attacked 
and overcome, and President Amin was 
summarily executed. Simultaneously, 
Soviet troops attacked Afghan forces 
guarding radio Afghanistan and other key 
government installations and took them 
under control. 
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The Soviet Cmon ha- claimed that 
the leadership of Afghanistan, requested 
Soviet military assistance. Which a-ader- 
-hip'.' It is beyond doubt thai President 



"."•• mo.- 1 important principles of interna- 
tional law ami of the' C.N.' Charter. What 
an- these principles'.' 

• That one .-late mu-t riot u.-e fnw 
against the territorial integrity a.nd polit- 



Article 51 of I'.N. Charter 

S'itthimj in the present Charier shall impair th'- inherent right of '> ndindual 
<->/• collective self-defense if an armed attack occurs against a Member of tin' 
I'nited Sations. until the Security Council has taken the measure.- necessary 
to maintain international peace ami security. Measures taken h>j Members in 
the exercise of this right of self-defense, shall be im mediate! if reported to .'he 
Security Council and shall not in any tray affect the authority and 
responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charier to take at 
any time such action as it deems necessary hi order to maintain or restore 
international peace and security. 



Amin was still in office when the Soviet 
troops attacked the presidential palace 
and when he was executed. Are we to be- 
lieve that President Amin invited Soviet 
troops to come into Afghanistan in order 
to oversee his own downfall and his own 
execution? Or was it the leadership of 
Babrak Karmal. President Amin's 



• That a slate must not intervene by 
force in the internal affairs of another 
state: 

• That all states must respect the 
principle of equal rights and self- 
determination of peoples: 

• That fundamental principles of 
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by th- Afghan Cov- 
en:;r.ent to intervene in Afghanistan pur- 
suant to the terms of the so-called Treaty 
of Friendship and < "owneraiion it entered 



into with that country in iU7> 
Soviet invasion of A f onanist a 
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The I'.N. Charter doe.- not give the 
Soviet Cnion or any nation, the right to 
take military action in another country or 
to replace its government because it .lis- 
agrees with the policies or performance of 
■ he existing government. The fact !.- that 
'he Soviet Cnion ha.- flouted interna- 
tional law and has \ioUu. d regional and 
international peace and stability. That the 
Soviet Union ha^> done so with cold calcu- 
lation and advance planning, in an area of 
the world which is now experiencing par- 
ticular instability and tension, make.- its 
act even more egregious and irresponsi- 
ble. That the Soviet Union is taking mili- 
tary action against a deeply religion- and 
fiercely independent people, who ;;iv 



•tru^rjrlin^ for human and relipou.- rights, without out-nie pre.-.-ure ami ir.terfer- -ir.\ State or :n any -,ther manner inco; 

;n<i. -.'-.-cores the brutality an<: illegality -.if -nee. Only in thi.- way can the grave ' V!:h :he P^T"'--'--'- ->'the l'r:::<-«i Nation 



The Need for L.N. Action 
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